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Design an
build in ste

Mike Camp charts the trials and tribulations

of designing and building his 26t steel sloop

bout 50 years ago | had the

opportunity to work in the

shop of Tom Colvin when he

was at Chesapeake Bay. Tom
was one of the first boatbuilders and
designers to advocate the advantages
of building cruising sailboats in the
30ft to 50ft range out of steel and
aluminium. His book on building with
these materials is considered the bible
of construction manuals.

His designs were also known for being
based on the wholesome and practical
ideas of working boats of the past. Over
the following 30 years | worked on and off
in many shops building and deing repairs
in wood, fibreglass, steel, and aluminium,
mostly on the west coast of British

Columbia. Also during these years |
owned two sailboats. The first was the 27ft
Eventide design by Maurice Griffiths, my
second favourite designer. The next was a
factory fibreglass production boat called
the Pacific 30. In addition | sailed on
boats of friends whenever | could. This
was all coastal sailing, never offshore.
Then about 20 years ago | decided it
might be time to start thinking about
building a boat myself. But which design?
There are so many to choose from. | loved
Tom Colvin's Chinese Junk designs. |
actually purchased a set of plans for his 421t
Junk, but then wisely decided a 42ft heavy
displacement boat was way bigger than |
needed or could afford. The most common
mistake of people buying or building a

Originally planned for
a cat rig, Lynx wound
up as a sloop Al

boat is deciding on one too large.

| also was attracted to the traditional
‘Tahiti Ketch', as well as some of Maurice
Griffiths’ designs in the 30ft range.

After much consideration, and with all

my boatbuilding and sailing experience,

| decided, why not design my own boat?
So work began, even though my wife is
saying I'm always trying to reinvent the
wheel. In reply | keep telling her the wheel
is not necessarily perfect.

My first design was a 32ft cat schooner,
double chine steel with bilge keels. A
half-model was carved, the lines taken off
it, and then these lines lofted full size.
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